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And they will call him Immanuel – Matthew 1:23 
 
 

Prelude Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Bruce & Nancy Muskrat 
Arr. Stephen Nielson and Ovid Young 

Welcome to Worshippers  Michael Mills 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His hand, Christ 

our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

Chiming of the Hour 

Musical Call to Worship Room in My Heart Choir and Congregation 
 C. L. Bass 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
     and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them, 

 

Words based on Luke 2:7 

The Candle of Love  David and Cheri Jordan 

Hymn of Advent 344 Glorious Is Thy Name GLORIOUS NAME 

Responsive Reading  from Isaiah 40 

Leader: In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

Congregation: Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; 

Leader: the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

Congregation: And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. 



Choral Worship Carol for Advent Choir  
Robert Sterling, arr. C. L. Bass 

Hark ! Hear the voice that cries in the dessert, “Prepare ye the way of the LORD!”  
Make straight a path in a world dark and barren, prepare ye the way of the LORD! 
And every valley shall be raised, mountains will tremble with their praise,  
Witness His glory people together, prepare ye the way of the LORD 

Look! See the virgin so meek and lowly receiving the word of the LORD!  
She shall conceive a son who is holy, for this is the Word of the LORD!  
And He will be God’s only Son, reigning on David’s kingly throne.  
Worthy of every praise we’re bestowing for He is the Word of the LORD! 

Lo! Hear the song the angels are singing, proclaiming the light of the LORD!  
“Glory to God!” the heavens are ringing the song for the Light of the LORD!  
There in the manger see Him lay, He who deserves our highest praise.  
Shepherds adore and wise men are bringing their gifts to the Light of the LORD! 

Words by Robert Sterling and Claire Cloninger, copyright © 2005 Word Music.  
Used by permission. CCLI License 2704470  

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood, LORD of 
lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood; He will  

give to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food. 

Pastoral Prayer  Michael Mills 

Hymn of Aspiration 96 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON 

Offertory Prayer  Beverly Fasol 

Instrumental Offertory  Good Tidings of Great Joy C. L. Bass 
Arr. C. L. Bass 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, as the 
Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, that the powers 

of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 

Reading of God’s Word Matthew 1:18-2:2, 10-12 Tommy Bridges 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the LORD appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.” 



All this took place to fulfill what the LORD had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the LORD had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where 
is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. 

Hymn of Adoration 119 His Name Is Called Emmanuel LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Message Christmas at Matthew’s House Michael Mills 
Matthew 1:18-2:2, 10-12 

At His feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, veil 
their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

 “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! LORD Most High!” 

Hymn of Invitation Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne MARGARET 

Heavens arches rang when the angels sang, 
     proclaiming Thy royal degree; 
     but in lowly birth Thou didst come to earth, 
     and in great humility: 

O come to my heart, LORD Jesus,  
     there is room in my heart for Thee. 

Words by Emily E. S. Elliott, 1864 

Opportunities for Service Michael Mills 

Benediction 

Postlude  C. L. Bass 

Deacon of the Week – David Jordan  



The Church Scattered 
 

Congregational Conversation/Business Conference 

Because of the end-of-year holidays, we will be combining a Business Conference with our 
Congregational Conversation following lunch together in Faith Hall after the morning worship 
service next Sunday, December 11. 

On the Horizon 

• Christmas Eve Service – December 24 at 4:00 pm 

• Christmas Day Services – December 25 at 11:00 am 

Legacy Churches Library 

In the back of the Worship Center, you may pick up a copy of the book Legacy Churches. After 
you have finished reading it, please return it to allow someone else to read it. 

Online Giving 

You can easily make an online contribution at any time to Agape Baptist Church through “Easy 
Tithe.” Simply click on the indicated link on the church’s webpage, or access it directly with your 
smart phone or tablet through the following printed QR code:  


