
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 

      MAY 
SUNDAY, MAY 4
TRANSITION TEAM - 4:00PM
CHURCH IN MISSION - 6:00PM

TUESDAY, MAY 6
FIRST TUESDAY POTLUCK - 6:00PM
DIVORCE RECOVERY BEGINS -6:30PM

SUNDAY, MAY 11
MOTHER’S DAY
COORDINATING COUNCIL - 4:30PM
NO EVENING SERVICE

SUNDAY, MAY 18
TRANSITION TEAM - 4:00PM
YOUTH DESSERT AUCTION - 5:00PM
ALL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP - 5:30PM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
FINANCE TEAM - 6:30 PM

SUNDAY, MAY 11
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
DEACON’S MEETING - 4:30PM
NO EVENING SERVICE

SUNDAY, JUNE 1
BUSINESS MEETING - 6:00PM
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Agape Message
 

PastorAL News
WHAT THE DICKENS...

Perspective is everything.  For 
instance, as a second grader 
recounted to his Sunday School 
teacher the story of David killing 
the giant Goliath with a slingshot, 
the teacher asked “But what can we learn from that?”  
The child’s reply:  “Duck!”  It’s all in perspective.

I’m gaining a better sense of perspective here at Agape.  
And I like what I’m seeing and sensing.  Let me give you 
a “For Instance” or two:

(1) First, I’m not exactly pleased that Erica is resigning so 
that she can continue her training in a two year pastoral 
intern program in Dallas.  Then I remember that I had so 
much wanted Erica to have this positive training experi-
ence that I personally contacted the mentoring pastor 
at Wilshire and told him the good things that she would 
bring to the program.  (I told him that after two years, 
he would call me and thank me.)  Perspective.  How 
very much she meant to Agape when she was both “rod 
and staff.”  How grateful I am for her to have been with 
Agape—and for the open door ahead of Josh and her.  
She had already planned her trip to India and a vacation 
in Ireland but when she returns we will give her a joyful 
sendoff.
 THEN, while I am pondering when I would be able 
to make a “hunting” trip to DBU or Carroll seminary to 
“replace” Erica, I received a surprising telephone call 
from friends at Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s Summer 
College Intern program asking, “Dean, would Agape be 
interested in mentoring a young college student for the 
three months of the summer?”  We are giving her a sti-
pend and hoping you also will give her a stipend of $50 
per week and provide room and board.  My perspective 
immediately shifted from “how do we replace Erica?” to... 
“God may be up to something here.”
                                

 continues on page 3...
  

 



 
 May   4:  Olivia Lewis, Monica Fuentes, Charles Jones
 May 11:  Dean Ball, Charles Jones, Shellie Fairless
 May 18:  Jo Crawford, Charlene Bass, Pam Cable
 May 25:  Carla Johnson, Melissa Shamburger, Cynthia Ellerman 

Extended Teaching Care  May
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Youth Camp
June 23 -28

$50.00 Deposit Due May 11th 

Agape Children’s 
Education Direction

Mayeli Jones was voted in as 
Agape’s new interim Children’s 

Education Director.  We are 
excited to have her on our team.  

2nd Annual Youth Dessert Auction
Sunday, May 18th 

5:00PM in Faith Hall
Help our students go to Youth Camp this year. 

Bring your desserts and bid on your favorite goodies!

DIVORCE RECOVERY

Vacation Bible School
has been cancelled for this 
year.  However, be looking  
for other opportunities for 

children this summer.  

Divorce Recovery Group 
will begin Tuesday, June 10 at 6:30PM. 

Contact the church office for more information. 
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What the Dickens continued...

(2) Second, I’d like you to work on perspective for what I’d like for us to do Sunday 
morning and Sunday night of May 18th.  Sunday morning, I want to preach on “When 
Anger Comes to Church,” starting with Acts 15 and looking at a simple model as to how 
individuals and congregations might “de-escalate” potential conflicts that arise in the 
normal course of decision making.   Perspective-wise, you need not worry that this will 
be a replay or repeat of something that will make you nervous.  Most of us don’t like 
conflict and this Sunday is not designed to create or re-create an Agape conflict.  Sunday 
evening, after the Dessert Auction and briskets, we will use the same model to examine 
how we might examine the crossing of ideas and feelings last year.  Our entire Transition 
Team feels it is both timely and wise for us to be able as a congregation to talk about this 
specific conflict... in a healthy, kindly, “no-names,” constructive, and non-confrontational 
manner.  Again, this is not something you should avoid (i.e., “skip out on”) but something 
our Transitional Team hopes can be very instructive and constructive for all of us.  I hope 
every class and group that meets will pray for God to give us the positive perspective 
that the Transition Team and I feel will come from this day.  We are hoping for a day of 
healthy dialogue that leads to clarity and understanding.  Please do not avoid this day but 
pray for the opportunity it affords us all.  Perspective.

(3) Finally, I am so grateful for continued visitors, for slowly growing attendance, and for 
people who are expressing to us an interest in being a part of a renewed Agape.  I am 
so very grateful for the privilege of being your pastor.  And I am grateful for... you.  You 
bring me more joy every time I am gathered here with you.

In great grace... and peace,

Dean

Transition Team Members
Lynn Abumari, Patricia Bedford, Betty Hall, Tom Henderson, 

David Jordan, Olivia Lewis, Edwardo Mosteiro, Nick Pierlioni.

jAll Church Fellowship
Sunday, May 18th 5:00 to 7:00 PM in Faith Hall

(following the Dessert Auction)

Every CHurch Has Conflict... from Acts to Agape!
The Transition Team encouraes you to be a part of the May 18th morning and evening 

activities.  The morning sermon (Acts 15), “When Anger Comes to Church” will be followed-up 
in the 5:00-7:00 P.M. fellowship (after the dessert auction and meal by a SAFE analysis and 
discussion of a specific, real, and all-too-painful “Agape Conflict” through the lens of Sunday 
morning’s model.  Please plan to be part of both sessions.  You will find both expereiences 

helpful and meaningful in understanding and dealing constructively with conflict.  
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Check Us Out
facebook.com/agapebaptistchurch

 
3900 S. W. Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 76116         
817-923-6800               

    www.agapebaptist.org                    

Pastor in the Interim: Dr. Dean Dickens
pastor@agapebaptist.org

Youth Minister: Aaron McNabb
amcnabb@agapebaptist.org

Interim Children’s Education Director: Mayeli Jones
mjones@agapebaptist.org

Visitation 
Weekly Schedule
  Monday     C.L. Bass

    Tuesday     Earl Martin
    Wednesday    Dean Dickens  
      Thursday    Beverly Fasol 

             Friday    Tommy Bridges
 Saturday & Sunday    Deacon of the Week      

Please contact the church office 
for visitation needs.  

Please call the Pastoral Care Line
 for Emergencies

817-917-9258

Deacon of the Week 
       May   4: Esther Huckaby
     May 11: Joy Edwards
     May 18: Abiola Olagbami
     May 25: Alice Curtis
 

BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, June 1

at 6:00 PM 


