
Pastoral News
Dr. James Hassell, Pastor of Preaching and Pastoral Care

Thank you, church family, for your prayers and spirit of cooperation over the 
past few weeks. Some broad challenges have come our way, but I’m convinced 
that these demanding times are indicative of the fact that God is at work 
among us! For example, consider these questions with me:

Have you noticed the influx of visitors and prospective members on Sunday 
mornings? Are you aware that the great majority of these guests later tell me, 
“You have the friendliest congregation that I’ve ever seen”?

Do you know that we have so many students on Wednesday nights that Luke 
has changed from a small-group model of worship and Bible study to a large-
group model? And how about our Parents’ Night Out event that was planned by 
Shena—what a marvelously strong event! She takes such great care of our kids!

Have you marveled at the fact that almost every new member who has joined 
in the past few months is under 40 years old? 

Isn’t it a wonderful thing to consider that a women’s spiritual formation group 
has sprung up organically?

Isn’t God good to show us that a Bible study at noon on Wednesday can draw 
close to 30 people and that many people are interested in our Wednesday 
night evangelism study?

Are you glad that we have now begun a new monthly fellowship and worship 
service at Fort Worth Academy, and our Vision Assessment Team is in place and 
working as we speak?

God is, obviously, at work, and—not to sound trite—but the devil doesn’t like 
it! What I have listed here is not even the tip of the iceberg, as well. So, the 
challenges come, and we must be ready to pray, to hear God’s word, and to act 
accordingly. In fact, I would like to make you aware of a few “biggies” for the 
month ahead. 

First, we will have a Special Called Business Conference on March 10 at 6pm in 
the Worship Center. Please make every effort to be at this meeting in order to 
hear from our Transition Team. This team was called by the church to recom-
mend a severance package for Jeff and to assist the church in assigning respon-
sibilities of leadership in his absence.

Second, please remember that our Worship Ministry Team, choir, and many 
others have been diligent and hard at work in preparing for our Easter celebra-
tion. The Moody College Women’s Choir will be here on March 17, the choir will 
present a special Palm Sunday program on March 24, and you will be awestruck 
by the unique and intensely worshipful Good Friday service which is planned 
for March 29 at 7pm. Easter, of course, occurs on March 31!

Keep praying.

Dr. Hassell
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 06
12:00 pm  Noonday Sack Lunch/Bible Study
 on 1 Corinthians - FH (each Wed.)
6:30 pm “Witness to the World”  - FH
 (each Wed. through March 27)

FRIDAY, MARCH 08
Career Day at Luella Merrett School

SATURDAY, MARCH 09
9:00 AM - 2:30 PM  TBA WMU meet in FH to sew
 bags for toiletries for homeless shelter
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 10
4:30 pm Coordinating Council
6:00 pm Special Business Conference

TUESDAY - THURSDAY, MARCH 12-14
10:00 am - 3:00 pm     Kids on Mission - HH
 for kids K-6th grade

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
6:30 pm Young Women’s Prayer Group - 
  Carolina’s

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
4:45 pm Deacons Meeting- HH
6:00 pm Women’s Choir from Moody College

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
11:45 pm 1st Tuesday Potluck/Game Day - FH

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
5:30 pm Finance meeting - FH office

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 (PALM SUNDAY)
4:30 pm Missions Team Meeting - HH111
6:00 pm  Evening of Music and Prayer

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
6:30 pm Young Women’s Prayer Group -Shena’s

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
7:00 pm Good Friday Service - Sanctuary
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Wednesday Night Lenten Study 
Pastor James continues a six-week Wednesday night
study through the Lenten season entitled  “Witness to the 
World.”  This is a wonderful study in evangelism, based 
on Oscar Thomson’s “Concentric Circles of Concern.”  The 
study will be in Faith Hall from 6:30 - 7:30 pm and includes 
a workbook.  

February 2013 Campaign Giving

Total amount pledged to our
“Rejoice in Challenge” campaign:

$814,451.00

Amount given toward pledges through
February 2013: $530,298.00

Can you imagine what it must have been like in the 
first century when the book of Mark was read for the 
first time to followers of the Lord?  That is what will 
be re-created at the Good Friday Service this year at 
Agape.  Apparently Mark was a constant compan-

ion to Peter, 
and he wrote 
down what 
Peter told him 
about those 
early days. 
Most of the 
book of Mark 
will be read 
dramatically 

by twelve members of the congregation in costume.  
The Lord’s Supper will be served at the proper point 
in the story.  The reading with conclude with Jesus’ 
burial, and we will all await  the wonderful news of 
the Lord’s glorious resurrection. 

Come and bring someone who needs to hear this 
Good News.  The time of the service is 7:00 p.m., 
March 29.

Agape West 
Christian Women’s Job Corps

is scheduled to begin its next session
March 19 - April 26   Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Faith Hall, downstairs.  Lunch is provided.

If you are interested in helping women
learn life skills contact Wanda Helms.

Good Friday Service 
7:00 pm       March 29, 2013

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
CD produced by Christine Liu

includes fourteen favorite hymns including
“Amazing Grace”, “I’d Rather Have Jesus”,

“This Is My Father’s World”, and
“Sweet Hour of Prayer.”

Proceeds from this CD will go to Reverberations, 
Inc., their ministry of proclaiming

the worship truth and preserving the 
heritage of church music in China. There is

no set price for the CD, but a donation of $15 is 
suggested. You may see Frank or

Christine for one of the CD’s.

Agape Hosts TBA WMU
Sewing Event

Saturday, March 9
9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Faith Hall
Bring your sewing machine, fabric, thread, extension 
cords and join other ladies in the WMU Association 
to sew bags that will be filled later with toiletries to 
give to the homeless shelter. Bring a salad to share 
with those gathered.

Lent is a journey to the cross by way of repentence.

Words of the cross by Paul Gerhardt, 1656:
“What Thou, my Lord, hast suffererd was all for sinners’ 
gain: mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the 
deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ‘Tis I deserve Thy 
place; look on me with Thy favor, and grant to me Thy 
grace.”



Founded in 1955, the Women’s Concert Choir and Handbell 
Ensemble have sung and played to audiences in the US as 
well as Canada, Europe, South America, and most recently
in Israel. The choir, composed of 40-50 women, represent-
ing  a variety of academic majors, sings to worship God 
with their music while emphasizing artistic excellence. The 
Handbell Ensemble is selected from musicians within the 
choir, and plays a diverse repertoire of arrangements.

Betty-Ann Lynerd, conductor, brings to Moody Bible Insti-
tute a rich experience in choral conducting, church music 
and classroom teaching. Her music training and degrees
are from Westminster College, Montclair U. Westminster
Choir College and doctorate in 
theology from Trinity Theological 
Seminary.

The Moody Bible Institute was 
founded in 1886 by evangelist D. L. 
Moody. It is a non-deminational 
institutuion that trains men and 
women for Christian service.
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Extended Teaching Care
for March

March 10 Olivia Lewis, Monica Fuentez, Jo Crawford
 Melissa Shamburger
March 17 Bobbie Payton, Charles Jones, Pam Cable,
 Shena Smith
March 24 Joan Williams, Kathy Bankhead, June Gray,
 Sarah Carbajal
March 31 Carolina Fuentes, Carla Johnson, Dean Ball
 Shirley Cockerham

Children’s Ministry News
Shena Smith, Children’s Minister

As you pray, remember . . .  
Julia W.,  Druena L., Lucille, Gay, 
Tom B. Lloyd F., Dianne C.
Those who have recently lost loved ones
Staff: James, Jeff, Shena, Luke
Our church family
Our cultural congregations
Our Campaign Giving and Budget Giving

Deacon of the Week 
March Schedule

March 3 Alice Curtis
March 10 Joy Edwards
March 17 Abiola Olagbami
March 24 Don Bressman
March 31 Esther Huckaby

Kids on Mission

Spring Break 2013   March 12-14

10 am - 3 pm in HH

Children K - 6th Grade

All participants must register by March 
10th

Free Lunch Provided

For more infomation
Shena Smith  817-923-6800

Easter 
Extravaganza                           
Saturday, March 30

   10 am - noon
Harris Parkway Land

We will fly kites, hunt eggs, have 
snacks  and learn about Jesus and 
His love for us. Bring your children, 
grandchildren and invite your 
neighbor’s children.

Green Day
Saturday, April 27

Harris Parkway Land
Children will learn how
God desires us to take 
care of His creation 

around us and the re-
sources He provides.

Women’s Concert Choir 
and Handbell Ensemble 

of Moody Bible Institute
in concert

Sunday, March 17, 2013      6:00 pm
Agape Baptist Church

Reminder:
There will be no after-
noon or evening activi-
ties on Easter, March 31.
The March business 
meeting will be April 7.



Our Church Staff

Dr. James Hassell, 
       Pastor of Preaching and Pastoral Care 

Jeff Bankhead, 
       Pastor of Education and Administration

Luke Cunningham, Youth Minister 

Shena Smith, Children’s Minister

Cheri Jordan, Worship Leader

Agape Baptist Church  

3900 S. W. Blvd.

Fort Worth, TX 76116         

817-923-6800               

 info@agapebaptist.org                

 www.agapebaptist.org
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NEW AGAPE MEMBER

Alyssa Edwards - joined by profession of faith & baptism. 

Total given to Global Missions Offering:
 $15,361.59
Total given to Lottie Moon Offering: $1,000.00

RESIGNATION OF JEFF BANKHEAD
Jeff Bankhead has resigned as Pastor of Education/Admin-
istration effective March 31. Be in prayer for Jeff and Kathy 
during this time of transition in their lives.  Be also in prayer 
for Agape as we too deal with transition in the life of our 
church.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
And if Christ is risen . . .

He cannot be recast as a respecter of hypocrisies He despised,
but still weaves word-whips to cleanse His Father’s house,

and we must invite this judgment.
. . . And if Christ is risen . . .

He cannot be kept from quarantined peoples whose skin or sin 
excludes them, but shows up at all the wrong parties 

and eats with uncertified guests,
 and we must join these feasts.

. . . And if Christ is risen our world is ever unmade and ever 
making new, 

and we must not embalm a shrine, but must always seek a Person.
--  Celebrating Grace Hymnal


