
Pastoral News
Dr. James Hassell, Pastor of Preaching and Pastoral Care

I have been so encouraged by the recent growth in our church! We’ve had 
seven people join the church during the past month and a half, and one of 
these was baptized! Please take note that we’ve also had tremendous growth 
in our younger adult Bible study class. That class is not only maintaining a 
monthly fellowship but also working to create a mission project in the spring, 
and the ladies of the class have started a bi-monthly prayer gathering. This 
does a pastor’s heart good, and I hope it brings encouragement to you, too. 
Consequently, let’s look at some other activities and ministries of note for the 
next month.

-    We began a monthly fellowship and  service at Fort Worth Academy on 
February 2nd. A service will take place on the first Saturday of every month 
from 5 - 7 pm. Ken Cockerham’s class brought food for this month, and the 
Task Force may inquire your class to do the same in the months ahead. Dea-
cons will serve as greeters and helpers in “waiting tables (makes sense!).” You 
are encouraged to participate and to invite folks to come with you. 

-    Agape will once again participate in the Martha Stearns Marshall Month of 
Preaching with other CBF and BGCT churches during February. I have invited 
Erin James-Brown to preach in our morning worship service on February 10. 
Erin is a Logsdon graduate, and she won the Baptist Women in Ministry’s an-
nual Addie Davis Award for Excellence in Preaching in 2011.
-    I will lead us through a special evangelism study called Witness to the 
World, beginning February 13 (Ash Wednesday) and lasting through Lent. We 
will meet in Faith Hall at 6:30 pm. If you are occupied in other ministries at 
that time and would like to participate, let me know. I don’t want you to be 
left out!

-    Join me for a special Day of Prayer for our church and community on Feb-
ruary 16. Please stay tuned for more information.

-    Our Pastor Prayer Partners Network has begun. I send out weekly, and 
sometimes daily, updates regarding prayer needs via email. If you would like 
to participate, please call or email the church office. This is an ongoing min-
istry, and you can participate at any time. If you do not have internet/email 
access, let us know because will can still use you!

-    If you did not pick up your 2012 Contribution Statement they have been 
mailed to you. I have included a special letter about our Capital Campaign. 
Our total Campaign contributions as of February 3 are $501,624. That leaves 
us with about $312,800,000 left in meeting our pledges. How will you help us 
get to the top of that mountain? We can do it!

God is at work. Let’s keep praying together.

James
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FEBRUARY
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10
4:30 pm Coordinating Council - HH111

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
12:00 pm  Noonday Sack Lunch/Bible Study
 on 1 Corinthians - FH (each Wed.)
6:30 pm “Witness to the World” - FH

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14
6:30 pm Young Women’s Prayer/Bible Study - 
  Carolina’s

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15
5-9 pm Valentine’s Kids Night Out

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16
 All Day Agape Day of Prayer for Renewal

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17
4:45 pm Deacons Meeting- HH
6:00 pm Prayer Emphasis in Worship

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY20
5:30 pm Finance Team meeting - FH office

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24
4:30 pm Missions Team Meeting - HH111
6:00 pm  Business Meeting - Worship Center

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28
6:30 pm Young Women’s Prayer/Bible Study -
 Shenas

Flan Sale
Metropoint youth fundraiser for a BGCT 

 Youth Congress
Place your order by February 21

at metropointfw@gmail.com, 817-852-5885
Pick up orders on Sunday, the 24th.

Cost: $8 per 7” round pan
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Spiritual 
Formation for 
Young Women

Let’s experience life together as we 
seek the Lord through 

comtemplative prayer and 
spiritual friendships..

The 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each 
month, 6:30 at Carolina’s or 

Shena’s. Call Shena for 
more info.

Youth Girl’s Retreat
Friday evening
March 1; ends

Saturday am, March 2
at the Hassell’s

home

DAY OF PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 
FOR OUR CHURCH AND 

FOR FORT WORTH
ALL DAY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16
IN THE WORSHIP CENTER

Youth Ministry News
Luke Cunningham, Youth  Minister

January 2013 Campaign Giving

Total amount pledged to our
“Rejoice in Challenge” campaign:

$814,451.00

Amount given toward pledges through
January 2013: $491,624.00

GOD CARES FOR YOU
Our culture tends to stress choice, variety, and limitless 
options. In Psalm 23, the shepherd encourages us to en-
joy what is truly important and beneficial. In Pslam 27, the 
psalmist’s response to salvation is a narrowing of focus to 
“one thing I have asked of the Lord”. Jesus calls us to stop 
worrying about our life and to “seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness”. The result of living in trust and focus-
ing on the right thing is the deep and abiding peace of 
God - shalom in Hebrew. Shalom extends far beyond the 
idea of peace as the absence of conflict. Shalom, rather, 
describes restoration, wholeness, and a sense of righ-
teous with God. 
When you feel yourself starting to worry, use that as a 
signal to pray. Take the matter to God.
Remember and record God’s saving acts for you.
Make sure your manangement of time, money and other 
resources reflects your “seeking first” God’s kingdom.

                from “Living Generously for Jesus’ Sake”
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Wednesday Night Lenten Study 
Pastor James will be offering a six-week Wednesday
night study through the Lenten season entitled 
 “Witness to the World.”  This is a wonderful study in 
evangelism, based on Oscar Thomson’s “Concentric 
Circles of Concern.”  The study will be in Faith Hall 
from 6:30 - 7:30 pm and includes a workbook.  

Extended Teaching Care
for February

February 03 Dean Ball, Peggy Snow, Shena Smith, Carla
 Johnson
February 10 Olivia Lewis, Wendy Ortiz, Charles Jones
February 17 Bobbie Payton, Jo Crawford, Carolina Fuentes
February 24 Pam Cable, Joan Williams, Charlene Bass
 Sarah Carbajal

Kids Night Out
February 15

5:00 - 9:00 pm
Henderson Hall

As we look forward to what this new year will hold, I ask that you consider how you might be involved in 
the Children’s Ministry at Agape Baptist Church. There are so many exciting things on the horizon for our 
church family as well as for our children. Don’t miss your opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus! 
Here are some of the needs:

Teacher and Helper for babies - 2 years:  We are in need of two loving volunteers who would serve in this 
much needed capacity. This class is crucial to the tiniest members of our church family. We are respon-
sible for partnering with our parents to help build the foundations of faith.

       Resource Coordinator: We are in need of someone
       who is gifted with organization skills to help us
       manage the resources God so graciously provides.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The	time	is	flexible.

       Childcare for Saturday Worship - As God is leading
       us to reach out in this excditing way, we want to do
       our very best to meet the needs of all those who come.   
       We need four volunteers per service.

       For more information or to help with any of the
       above, please contact Shena Smith: 817-923-6800 or   
       ssmith@agapebaptist.org

Children’s Ministry News
Shena Smith, Children’s Minister

NEW AGAPE MEMBERS
Martha Willis - letter from a church in Houston

Christopher & Tiffany Rose - statement

David & Melissa Shamburger - letter & statement
 daughter, Zoe - 4 years

Nick and Maria Pierlioni - Statement & baptism
 daughter, Erin - 2 years

CBF EVENTS
ChurchWorks:
February 25-27 Broadway Baptist Church
Rick McClatchy, Texas Field Coordinator will discuss 
changes occuring in CBF. Reserve lunch: kgilbert@
thefellowship.org

As you pray, remember . . .  
Tom C., Julia W.,  Druena L., Lucille, Gay, 
Tom B. Lloyd F., Dianne C.
Those who have recently lost loved ones
Staff: James, Jeff, Shena, Luke
Our church family
Our cultural congregations
Our Campaign Giving and Budget Giving



Our Church Staff

Dr. James Hassell, 
       Pastor of Preaching and Pastoral Care 

Jeff Bankhead, 
       Pastor of Education and Administration

Luke Cunningham, Youth Minister 

Shena Smith, Children’s Minister

Cheri Jordan, Worship Leader

Agape Baptist Church  

3900 S. W. Blvd.

Fort Worth, TX 76116         

817-923-6800               

 info@agapebaptist.org                

 www.agapebaptist.org
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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
 The box tops on   
 some cereals and cake  
 mixes, etc. can be   
 redeemed by  schools  
 for materials. Also, 
Campbell’s soup can labels can be used. 
If you will save these, you can place 
them in a box located in the Kilgore La-
dies Bible Study class at the rear of the 
worship center. They will be collected 
and given to Luella Merrett Elementary 
School, our Adopt-a-school 
partner. Every little helps!!
Thanks for your assistance with this 
project.


